
September 1, 2019 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Take my yoke upon you, says the Lord, and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart.

Connect with us!

St. Mary Catholic Church

Www.stmary-woodstock.org

Text LoveGod to 84576 

@StMaryWoodstock

Visita paginas 6 y 7!

OUR MISSION:  The Community of St. Mary, a diverse people sharing a common pilgrim journey within the Catholic 

Church, committed to following Jesus’ commandment to love God, love neighbors and go make disciples.

Next Week’s Gospel

Lk 14:25-33

Join us tomorrow, Monday, September 2, at 7:30 pm for a “Vigil of 

Life”

St. Mary Church

Through the Rosary and Benediction, we will pray that human life, 

at every stage, be protected and nurtured. Women wishing to re-

ceive a blessing because they are pregnant, are trying to become 

pregnant, or wish to adopt can do so at this time.
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WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL

Baby Cole

Sandra Block

Dave Byers

Steve Gensch

Daniel Gomez

Dennis Gray

John Harding 

AJ Harrison

Dolores (Dee) Hooker

Mary Ann Jones

Nancy Kelso

Andrew Klocek

Mary Klocek Gillis 

Richard Krzywy 

Cindy Krzywy 

Richard Legge

RB McCallister 

Orient Malone 

Corky Metras

Susan Nelson

Dave Pierce 

Rose Potje 

Mikela Riano

Baby Blaire Spivey 

Bryan Strathman 

Warren Walters

Mary Lou Wett

If you would like us to 

pray for someone who 

is ill, please email 

bulletin@stmary-

woodstock.org or call 

the church office.

A LETTER FROM OUR PASTOR

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Last Wednesday, we celebrated the feast of St. Augustine. It is opportune to include this great saint in our 

weekend reflection as his life and work flow naturally from our Sunday's readings and relate to us in a special way. 

St. Augustine wrote a long prayer to God about his life. These writings are known to us today as the Confessions. 

This book is more than Augustine’s autobiography. It is a guide for us to understand the gifts offered to us by grace. 

As we come to know in this book what Augustine went through, we will be challenged to understand that his journey 

was no different than ours. 

Augustine's theme is found in the first pages of his Confession. "You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and 

our heart is restless until it rests in you.” Deep within us we long for something more and better than what the world 

can give us. Nothing that we seek here can bring us lasting happiness. All pleasure is fleeting. Nothing in this world 

endures. We spend our lives seeking happiness. But like Augustine, we often look for it in the wrong places. Our 

hearts, our love, comes from God. Our search for happiness and for love will not be satisfied until they are fully 

united to God. 

Augustine was born in 354 AD in Tagaste, once a part of the Roman Empire that became the present day 

Algeria. Augustine was very intelligent. In fact, he was one of the greatest intellectuals of all times. But he used his 

intelligence in seeking justification for immorality within his own life and the lives of his friends. He sought happiness 

in physical satisfaction. He impregnated a woman, and then dumped her after the baby was born. She was only the 

first of many women in his life. He also sought happiness in intellectual endeavors, flirting with various forms of 

paganism. When his intellectual pursuit finally made him realize that truth could only be found in the Church, he had 

an intellectual conversion. Yet he did not become a Christian right away, for he did not want to give up his life of 

pleasures. “Give me chastity Lord,” he prayed, “But not yet” he added. But like Jeremiah in our first reading, there 

was fire burning in Augustine's heart. He had to listen to the voice of God within him. 

Responding to God's call was not easy for Augustine. He had to struggle to fight off his selfishness and 

attachments to pleasure. He had to humble himself to recognize that his human intelligence was inferior to Divine 

Knowledge. "You duped me Lord, and I was duped,” Jeremiah complained. Augustine echoed the same thing, "You 

called me Lord to you. I thought this would be easy. But the path is difficult.” To Augustine and to us, Jesus says, 

"Take up your cross and follow me.” "Do not conform yourselves to this age,” Paul added. "But be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind that you may discern what is the will of God.”

St. Augustine today is one of the greatest Saints of the Church and arguably the most 

influential in forming the Church’s Doctrine. In our own struggles as we walk our life’s journey, we 

can look to him for guidance and inspiration. Let us ask for his prayers and intercession today and 

always. 

Sincerely Yours In Christ, Fr. Burt Absalon, Pastor



St. Mary Parish · Woodstock, Illinois | 3

Thursday, September 19 - Mauh-Nah-Tee-See Club

Enjoy a “date night”. A night of food, fel

lowship and speakers to inspire us all about 

Christ-filled marriages.

Doors open at 5:30 pm

Dinner at 6:00 pm

Followed by speakers at 7:00 pm

Cost $25 per couple

Includes pasta bar, chicken & salad, cash 

bar.

Tickets available at St. Bridget, St. 

Rita and Holy Family Parishes OR 

online at 

www.MarriageOnTapRockford.Wor

dpress.com

Speaker: Fr. John McNamara

Fr. John is a priest of the Diocese of Rockford, IL currently serving 

at St. Bridget Parish in Loves Park. His first assignment of 2 years 

was at St. Mary’s in Huntley. Before he became a priest, Fr. John 

worked in the hospitality industry, cooking and managing for cater

ing companies and restaurants. He is grateful to God as he transi

0oned from serving people with meals to feed the belly to now 

serving God’s people with food for the soul.

The students and staff of St. Mary School and Principal Vince Sossong would like to thank the St. Mary of Woodstock 

School Foundation, Inc. board members for their generous gifts to the school during the past few months. The Foun-

dation gifted the school by paying for a project that replaced the ceiling tiles in the auditorium. This project was com-

pleted by RTS Carpentry and it is wonderful to see the auditorium sparkle like it currently does! If you get a chance to 

get into the school to look at the new ceiling, please do so. And, if you see John Kendall of RTS, please tell him how 

much we appreciate his work on this job.

Over the summer, Sonny Cervantes purchased and set up 16 portable air conditioners in classrooms and offices for 

the students and staff of St. Mary School. This is yet another gift from the Foundation. The St. Mary of Woodstock 

School Foundation, Inc. is not a well known organization in the parish but they have been extremely generous to the 

school in the past several years. The sole purpose of this group is to manage its investments wisely and gift the school 

with dividends from those investments to purchase things that the school would like to have, but cannot afford on the 

budget that the school has. Thank you to the Foundation and its Board members who love the school and find ways to 

help keep the school functioning for many years and generations to come.

Message of Gratitude
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EVENTS & OPPORTUNITIES

Men of St. Mary! Are you looking to deepen your rela-

tionship with God? Be a better husband? Become a 

more loving father? Build friendships with other like-

minded men? And seek to be the best man you can 

be?

Saturday mornings, 6:15 am

St. Joseph Center Basement

“As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.” 

Proverbs 27:17

Week 1 - As For You, Man of God

� Speaker: Mark Hartfiel

� Battles in the Old Testament

� Understanding Divine Pedagogy

� The Old is Revealed in the New

� The Origin of Cosmic Battle

� Embracing the Leadership Roles of Men

� The Spiritual Battleground of the Family

Contact Scott Emricson at 815-455-6889 if you have 

questions

St. Mary Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)

Have you decided it’s time to become a Catholic? Are 

you an adult who needs to finalize sacraments you may 

have missed or put off?

Classes begin Thursday, September 5

7:00 pm in the St. Joseph Center Teacher’s Lounge

Contact Deacon Tom or Sue Murray at 815-334-0339 

with any questions.

Mass will be offered at 9:00 am in the church in place of 

the regular 7:30 am Mass.

First Friday Adoration

Join us on Friday, September 6,  at 

8:00 am for Adoration of the Blessed Sac-

rament. Adoration will follow 7:30 am 

Mass. All are welcome!

St. Mary Directory Photos!

If you have not had your pho-

to taken for the new parish 

directory, the FINAL appoint-

ment day will be 

. Please visit our website and click on 

the family portrait to make an appointment or email 

kpollack@stmary-woodstock.org. All parishioners 

who have their photo taken will receive a FREE di-

rectory and complimentary 8x10 portrait.

We have had a couple of generous parishioners offer to help 

with the Meals on Wheels ministry, but due to busy schedules, 

we are s�ll looking for more help! Please call the parish office if 

you are able to help with this ministry. Thank you!

August 22 through October 31 

- St. Mary’s is offering, Grief-

Share, a support program (St. 

John Ministry) to help and en-

courage those who are mourning the death of a loved 

one. This is a non-denominational Christ-centered net-

work. A weekly video presentation is followed by the 

opportunity for discussion or listening to others.  A work-

book is provided for personal reflection.

Each session is “self-contained” so you do not 

have to attend in sequence. 

A $15 registration fee includes the cost of the work-

book.  Please contact us prior to your first session so we 

can have a workbook ready for you! You may start 

8/22, or anytime, by calling St. Mary’s office (815-338-

3377), Adalia Popoca (815-575-0737), or Laure Foer-

ster (815-236-4305). 
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE REPORT

REPORTE	DE	CORRESPONSABILIDAD	PARROQUIAL

English Sunday Collection/Colecta Dominical $7,050

Hispanic Sunday Collection/Colecta Hispana $1,533

Electronic Giving/Dando electrónicamente $1,738

Guardian Angel/Ángel Guardián $     40

St. Vincent de Paul/San Vicente de Paul $   133

Tepeyac $   282

Children’s Collection/Colecta de niños $     35

Picnic Mass $   834

Informe desde el 

08/26

Presupuesto

Diferencia

%

Ofrenda semanal

$10,321 $18,015 ($7,694) -42.7%

En lo que va del 

año

$128,811 $144,120 ($15,309) -10.6%

*Next weekend’s tithe will go towards 1st Way & Tri-County Pregnancy

Sunday: Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 68:4-5, 6-7, 10-11 [cf. 

11b]/Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14

Monday: 1 Thes 4:13-18/Ps 96:1 and 3, 4-5, 11-12, 13 

[13b]/Lk 4:16-30

Tuesday: 1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [13]/Lk 

4:31-37

Wednesday: Col 1:1-8/Ps 52:10, 11 [10]/Lk 4:38-44

Thursday: Col 1:9-14/Ps 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6 [2]/Lk 5:1-

11

Friday: Col 1:15-20/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [2b]/Lk 5:33-39

Saturday: Col 1:21-23/Ps 54:3-4, 6 and 8 [6]/Lk 6:1-5

Next Sunday: Wis 9:13-18b/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-17 

[1]/Phlm 9-10, 12-17/Lk 14:25-33

REGULARLY SCHEDULED MINISTRIES & MEETINGS

—Offered after daily Mass on the first Friday of every month. 

—Thursday mornings in the St. Joseph Center, social time 8:30-9:00 am, study/discussion 9:00 am

-10:30 am. For information, contact Marleen at 2mkersten@att.net.

—Adorers needed: Sun.: 1am, 2am, 11am, 4pm, 5pm, 8pm;  Mon.: 12am, 1am, 2am, 3am, 

4am, 11pm; Tues.: 1am, 2am, 3am, 12pm, 2pm; Wed.: 1am, 2am, 3pm; Sat.: 3pm, 10pm. To fill one of these openings, 

call: Sonny & Irene Cervantes at 815-219-9350. 

—Across from the Mass coordinator’s desk in the church entrance, is a book for anyone to write prayer needs. 

If you would like to join these prayer warriors, they meet on Tuesdays at 10:30 am in the Conway Center. 

—Meetings are held the first Tuesday of the month. For information, please contact Cyndi Hemauer at 

dakmontwy@sbcglobal.net. 

—The Legion of Mary, along with the Blue Army, prays the Rosary for peace on the first Saturday. They are 

using the requested form by our Lady of Fatima: Rosary, confession and prayers. The Rosary begins around 6:50 am before 

7:30 am Mass. Confession follows.

Come play the 2nd and 4th Mondays from 1:00-3:00 pm in the St. Joseph Center.

Meetings are the second Thursday of the month at Wayne’s Lanes. Please contact Brian Jakubowicz at 

mensclub@stmary-woodstock.org for more information.

—Come play the 1st and 3rd Mondays from 1:00-3:00 pm in the St. Joseph Center.

—Meetings are the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at 8:00 pm in the St. Joseph Center base-

ment. Membership is open to any Catholic man over 18 years of age.

A new program begins Sept. 7. Please see the bulletin ad for additional information.  If you have any ques-

tions, contact Scott Emricson at emricson_s@sbcglobal.net or at 815-455-6889.

—SVDP will be collecting donations of bar soap, dish soap, shampoo, conditioner, and all-purpose clean-

er in the month of September. If you are someone in need of economic assistance, please call 815-334-7711.

WEEKLY READINGS/LECTURAS PARA LA SEMANA

September 1, 2019

SPIRITUAL

SOCIAL

OUTREACH
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Misa en español : jueves-6:00pm, 

sabado-6:30pm, domingo-12pm

Horario de oficina 

Lunes, Martes, jueves, viernes 8:00am a 4:00 pm

Miércoles  10:00 am a 6:00 pm

815-338-3377

Oficina Cerrada

Estaremos cerrados el lunes, 2 de 

sep�embre por el día del  trabajador. 

Solamente abra misa a las 9am en 

Ingles

Nuevo Horario de Oficina 

Lunes 8:00 am – 4:00 pm

Martes 8:00 am – 4:00 pm

Miércoles 8:00 am – 4:30 pm

Jueves 8:00 am – 6:00 pm

Viernes 8:00 am—4:00pm

*Sábado y Domingo Estamos Cerrados*

Inscripciones para 1ra comunión y Confirmación 

Cerradas

Las inscripciones para la primera comunión y 

confirmación se cerraron el viernes, 30 de Agosto 

de 2019.

Primer día de clase para Primera Comunión y 

Confirmación

Misión: “Conocer,  y aprender como vivir el

Evangelio”

Jueves, 5 de Sep�embre, 2019

Primera comunión: 4:15pm en el Templo

Confirmación: 4:15 pm en el templo

Charla de Padres 4:30 pm en el Sotano de la 

Iglesia

Misa de jueves: papas y Estudiantes  6:00 pm

Re�ro de papas: Sábado, 14 de Sep�embre a las 7am en el 

auditorio 

Para Ti Del Párroco

El miércoles pasado celebramos la fiesta de San Agus�n. 

Es oportuno incluir a este gran santo en nuestra reflexión del fin de 

semana, ya que su vida y su obra fluyen naturalmente de las lec

turas de nuestro domingo y se relacionan con nosotros de una 

manera especial. San Agus�n escribió una larga oración a Dios so

bre su vida. Hoy conocemos estos escritos como las Confesiones. 

Este libro es más que la autobiogra(a de Agus�n. Es una guía para 

que comprendamos los dones que nos ofrece por la Gracia. Cuando 

lleguemos a saber en este libro por lo que pasó Agus�n, seremos 

desafiados a comprender que su viaje no fue diferente al nuestro.

El tema de Agus�n se encuentra en las primeras páginas 

de su Confesión. "Nos has hecho para �, oh Señor, y nuestro cora

zón está inquieto hasta que descanse en �". En lo profundo de no

sotros anhelamos algo más y mejor de lo que el mundo nos puede 

dar. Nada de lo que buscamos aquí puede traernos felicidad du

radera. Todo placer es fugaz. Nada en este mundo perdura. Pasa

mos nuestras vidas buscando la felicidad. Pero como Agus�n, a 

menudo lo buscamos en los lugares equivocados. Nuestros cora

zones, nuestro amor, provienen de Dios. Nuestra búsqueda de la 

felicidad y el amor no quedará sa1sfecha hasta que estén com

pletamente unidos a Dios.

Agus�n nació en 354 DC en Tagaste, una vez parte del Im

perio Romano que se convir1ó en la actual Argelia. Agus�n fue muy 

inteligente, de hecho, uno de los mejores intelectuales de todos los 

1empos. Pero u1lizó su inteligencia para buscar la jus1ficación de 

la inmoralidad en su propia vida y en la vida de sus amigos. Buscaba 

la felicidad en la sa1sfacción (sica. Dejó embarazada a una niña y 

luego la dejó después del nacimiento del bebé. Ella fue solo la pri

mera de muchas mujeres en su vida. También buscó la felicidad en 

los esfuerzos intelectuales, coqueteando con diversas formas de 

paganismo. Cuando su búsqueda intelectual finalmente le hizo 

darse cuenta de que la verdad solo se podía encontrar en la Iglesia, 

tuvo una conversión intelectual. Sin embargo, no se convir1ó en 

cris1ano de inmediato porque no quería renunciar a su vida de 

placeres. "Dame cas1dad Señor", oró, "pero aún no", agregó. Pero 

como Jeremías en nuestra primera lectura, había fuego ardiendo 

en el corazón de Agus�n. Tenía que escuchar la voz de Dios dentro 

de él.

Responder al llamado de Dios no fue fácil para Agus�n. 

Tuvo que luchar contra su egoísmo y sus apegos al placer. Tuvo que 

humillarse para reconocer que su inteligencia humana era inferior 

al Conocimiento Divino. "Me engañaste, Señor, y fui engañado", se 

quejó Jeremías. Agus�n repi1ó lo mismo, "Me llamaste Señor. 

Pensé que esto sería fácil. Pero el camino es di(cil”. Para Agus�n y 

para nosotros, Jesús dice: "Toma tu cruz y sígueme "."No se con

forme con esta época ", agregó Pablo. "Pero sé transformado por la 

renovación de tu mente para que puedas discernir cuál es la volun

tad de Dios".

San Agus�n es hoy uno de los más grandes santos de la 

Iglesia y posiblemente el más influyente en la formación de la Doc

trina de la Iglesia. En nuestras propias luchas a medida que avanza

mos en el viaje de nuestra vida, podemos buscarlo por orientación 

e inspiración. Pidamos sus oraciones e intercesión hoy y siempre.

En Cristo,  Padre Burt Absalon, Párroco


